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Tennis 


The resources of a University ... 

6,000 students from 33 states and 29 foreign countries 

30 undergraduate and 8 graduate programs 

260 full-time faculty, 90 percent of tenure-track faculty have terminal degrees, including 
National Endowment for the Humanities scholars and Fulbright professors. 

NCAA Division III Athletics, 9 men’s, 10 women’s intercollegiate teams; 22 intramural 
sports 


.» With small-school opportunities. 

Approachable faculty (17:1 student/faculty ratio) 

Honors program with dedicated faculty at the Bellavance Honors Center. Ten residence 
complexes including traditional, co-ed, suite and apartment styles. 


The security of state support ... 

2000-01 tuition, room, board and fees: $10,102 per year for Maryland residents; $14,838 
per year out-of-state. 

A library with over 800,000 volumes, periodicals, microforms and databases including 
word processing and computer labs. Access to collections throughout the country. 


.» with the benefits of private funding. 
Altogether, SSU awards nearly $1 million in academic scholarships each year. 


More than $24 million in private endowments supports some of those scholar- 


ships and provides for some of the finest educational programs. 


In an ideal—and idyllic—location: 
Salisbury, MD, is 30 miles west of the 
Atlantic Ocean and Ocean City, MD, 
and 20 miles east of the Chesapeake Bay; 
2 hours from Baltimore, Washington, 
D.C. and Wilmington, DE. The campus 
is 2 1/2 hours from Norfolk, VA, and 
Philadelphia, PA, and 4 1/2 hours from 
New York. 


Come see us—in person, or in 
cyberspace. We'd love to see your 
smiling face, but if you can’t get here, 
check out our Web site. 

We're at www.ssu.edu. 


SSU’s campus is in an attractive, 
residential neighborhood of stately 
homes on sculpted lawns, less than one- 
half mile from the banks of the 
Wicomico River. The campus includes 
46 buildings on 130 landscaped acres. 
Students walk from one end of campus to 
the other in about 5 minutes. 


Head Coach Randy Halfpap 


A key member of Salisbury State's 1996 and 1997 NCAA 
Tournament men's tennis squad, Randy Halfpap became SSU's 
new head coach for men's and women's tennis in January 
2000. Halfpap returned to his Alma Mater after spending two 
seasons as the head coach at Pomona-Pitzer College in 
Claremont, CA. 


"Randy was an outstanding player for us and gained valuable 
coaching experience in California since leaving here," said 

Dr. Michael Vienna, SSU's director of athletics. "We believe that 
his enthusiasm will help maintain our programs at the high level 
we've achieved in the past." 


In his first season at Salisbury, Halfpap guided the men’s team to a 10-6 overall 
record and a berth in the NCAA Championship Tournament. The women’s team 
registered its fourth straight winning season, finishing 8-5 overall. Both Sea Gull 
squads placed second in the 2000 Capital Athletic Conference Championship 
Tournament. 


Visits to the NCAA Tournament are nothing new for Halfpap, who has been 
associated with NCAA postseason teams as a player or coach in four of the past 
five years. Halfpap's Pomona-Pitzer team finished 13-9 overall in 1999 and 
advanced to the NCAA Tournament's West Regional. Pomona was ranked 17th in 
the nation in the final poll, after earning a number 12 national ranking in 1998. 


Halfpap began his tenure at Pomona-Pitzer as the assistant head coach in 1997 
before assuming the head coaching duties the following season. He also served 
as the head women's coach at the Vivian Webb School in Claremont for two 
years, guiding his squad to a top five ranking among high school programs. 


Halfpap was a two-year letterman for the Sea Gulls who joined the SSU program 
as a transfer from Charles County (MD) Community College. He won the Capital 
Athletic Conference singles championship in his flight both seasons, claiming the 
title at number five singles in 1996 and number three singles in 1997. Halfpap 
posted a career singles mark of 23-9 at SSU, including 15-6 as a senior in 1997. 


Halfpap also won the CAC doubles championship in 1997 and finished his career 
with a 20-14 doubles record. He completed his career with a 43-23 overall 
combined record, The Sea Gulls won the conference championship during both 
of his seasons and advanced to the NCAA Championship Tournament both years. 


A native of Owings, MD, Halfpap graduated from SSU in 1997 with a bachelor's 
degree. He earned his master's in education from Azusa Pacific (CA) University in 
1999, 


The Salisbury men's and women's programs both have very successful track 
records, The SSU men have produced the conference player of the year three 
times (1996, 1997 and 1999) and have also had at least one all American each 
year from 1996-99, The team has been ranked in both the regional and national 
polls in each of those years. The Sea Gulls captured their fourth consecutive 
conference title in 1999 and finished the year ranked 18th in the nation. 


The SSU women have posted five winning campaigns in six years, including the 
second highest single-season victory total in team history with an 11-7 record in 
1999. The Gulls have won 52 mages an average of 8.7 per season, over the 
past six years, 


The Salisbury State University Tennis Experience 3 


ae goal at Salisbury State University is to provide each player that comes 
through the tennis program with the most positive and productive collegiate 
experience possible. The first priority is to ensure that each student-athlete 
realizes that academics must be paramount. The University’s mission is to fully 
prepare each graduate for life after college. 


Collegiate tennis is an extremely special time for all involved. It requires a commit- 
ment from each player and coach. The aim at SSU is to provide a comprehensive 
tennis program that stresses the following elements: learning sound technique and 
footwork, building strong mental training techniques, strengthening overall 
physical fitness, developing a positive winning attitude, and lastly, learning the 
essence of what it means to be part of a unified team. 


The program’s ultimate goal is to obtain national recognition. A strong work ethic 
combined with a commitment to detail is necessary to achieve that goal. Most 
importantly, it is critical that the players enjoy the process, Collegiate tennis is a 
oes experience. The lessons learned and the friendships formed will last a 
ifetime. 


Salisbury State’s academic and tennis programs will provide all student athletes 
with a real life challenge. Neither are easy, but the rewards are priceless. The 
program invites and desires dedicated student-athletes who are willing to embrace 
the challenge. 


The Fall Season 


Traditionally, the fall semester is used for two main purposes: team building 
activities which promote unity, and individual player development. Although team 
practice is not mandatory, it is highly encouraged that players commit to the four 
weeks of practice. The normal time commitment is for two hours per day. 


Both the men’s and women’s teams participate in two fall season tournaments: 
the Hecht’s Tennis Tournament in Salisbury, which attracts top local and regional 
players, and the Intercollegiate Tennis Association’s Regional Rolex Champion- 
ships. Winners of the Rolex Tournament automatically qualify for the spring 
season’s NCAA Championship Tournament. 


At the conclusion of the Rolex Tournament, coaches typically have two additional 
weeks of individual player instruction available. This time serves as an opportunity 
for players to fine tune their games by improving skills like footwork, strokes and 
technique. Once the fall season ends, players may continue to work on their 
games through the winter months by utilizing the University’s Indoor Tennis 
Center. Players also have access to Nautilus and weight strengthening equipment 
for year-round training and conditioning. 


a Player Testimonials | 


“The best thing that the tennis team has taught me is that keeping a constant positive 
attitude on and off the court is a tremendous help to you and your teammates.” | 
- Christine Pelletier | 


“The past three years with the women’s tennis team have been an integral part of m | 
college experience, and have been very rewarding due to our strong team unity and 

| dedicated work ethic.” - Courtney Martin | 

| 


"My three years here have been extremely positive. Working closely with my teammates 
and coaches has made college a terrific experience." - Greg Forster 


he Salisbury men's and women's tennis programs have both enjoyed very 

successful traditions through the years and both registered successful campaigns 
again during the 2000 season. The SSU men placed second in the 2000 conference 
championship while earning their third NCAA Tournament bid since 1996. Salisbury 
also finished ranked 22nd in the nation and fifth in the South Region poll. The Sea 
Gulls also had two players, seniors Ben Coldren and Ben Madarang, receive at large 
invitations to the NCAA Singles and Doubles Championships. 


"We set a team goal of returning to the NCAA regionals last year and met that goal," 
said Head Coach Randy Halfpap. "We also had three conference champions and had 
two players earn invitations to the nationals. By any measure, the 2000 season was 
another successful one for Salisbury tennis." 


The SSU men’s program has produced the conference player of the year three times 
(1996, 1997 and 1999) and also had at least one all-American each year from 1996- 
99, The team has been ranked in both the regional and national polls in each of those 
years. The Sea Gulls captured four consecutive conference titles in from 1996-99. 


The outlook for the 2001 season appears to be optimistic once again. "We certainly 
want to reclaim the CAC title and return to the NCAA Tournament," said Halfpap. "We 
lost four seniors from last year’s team, so the 2001 squad will be a younger one. We 
may lack a little experience, but the competition in the fall season exposed our players 
to some of the best players in the region." 


The SSU women have posted five winning campaigns in six years, including an 8-5 
final record in 2000. SSU had registered its second highest single-season victory total 
in team history with an 11-7 record in 1999. The Sea Gulls have won 52 matches, an 
average of 8.7 per season, over the past six years. 


"| think our women displayed a very exciting game last year with a lineup that featured 
some very good caliber players," said Halfpap. "Last year, at one point we featured 
four freshman among our top six players. We had three freshman who played in every 
match, 


"We have just about everyone back this season, with two more freshmen who should 
be among our top six players. Our goal is to improve each year, and | think we can do 
that. Although our women’s team will still be a young one, all the players, including 
the newcomers, have good competitive tennis playing experience." 


Seniors Ben Coldren (North East, MD) 
and Ben Madarang (Largo, MD) 
received at-large invitations to the 2000 
NCAA Division III Singles and Doubles 
Championship in Kalamazoo, MI. 
Madarang, who qualified in both singles 
and doubles, returned to the NCAA 
Championship Tournament for the third 
straight season, becoming the first Sea 
Gull player to ever make three appear- 
ances. Coldren returned to the doubles 
championship for the second time in his 
career, having also qualified in 1998. 


| 2000 Women’s Tennis Roster | 


Name Year Major Hometown High School 
Jody Cogar Freshman Biology Lake Placid, NY Seton Catholic 
Bridget Dellar Sophomore Communication Arts Price Frederick, MD Calvert 

Krissy Dryden Sophomore Undecided Moorestown, NJ Moorestown 

Kim Letts Senior Business Bel Air, MD Bel Air 

Gen Lowe Freshman Elem. Education Salisbury, MD James M. Bennett 
Courtney Martin Junior Business Ellicott City, MD Centennial 
Christine Pelletier Junior Political Science Havre de Grace, MD Havre de Grace 
Heather Tyng Freshman Undecided Columbia, MD Hammond 

Arin Weldon Freshman Communication Arts Frederick, MD Walkersville 


Women’s Players to Watch in 2001 


Jody Cogar...A sophomore in 2001 who made an immediate impact on the team 
last year...Was named the 2000 team MVP...Played primarily in the No. 3 singles 
flight, where she finished as the CAC’s single’s runner-up...Also teamed with 
Heather Tyng to win the CAC’s No. 2 doubles title...Displays a very consistent 
lefthanded forehand...Will likely return to a top three singles spot in the 2001 
lineup. 


Courtney Martin...A team leader who is serving as the captain in 2001...Has been 
a top six regular throughout her career...Played mostly at the No. 2 singles flight in 
2000, where she finished as the CAC’s singles runnerup...Also earned conference 
runner-up honors at No. 1 doubles last year...Will be one of the team’s top players 
again as a senior in 2001. 


Bridget Dellar...The team’s returning No. 1 singles and doubles player...Has a 
strong baseline game with lots of power...Earned conference runner-up honors in 
both singles and doubles as a sophomore last season...A strong competitor who 
should continue to improve as she begins her junior season. 
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[2000 Men’s Tennis Roster _ | 


Name Year Major Hometown High School 
Ben Coldren Senior Business North East, MD North East 
David Finlayson Sophomore — Undeclared Bel Air, MD. Bel Air 
Greg Forster Junior Elem. Education McLean, VA Langley 
Jamie Hancock Senior Business Seaford, DE Seaford 
Matt Kuk Senior Communications Salisbury, MD Wicomico 
Ben Madarang Senior Physical Education — Largo, MD Largo 

Matt Mullen Junior Political Science Rising Sun, MD North East 


[| _ Men’s Players to Watch in 2001 | 


Greg Forster.,.A junior in 2001 who has been a solid contributor in his first two 
seasons...A top six player as a freshman and sophomore who should contend for 
a top three spot in the lineup in 2001...A very solid serve and volley player who 
possesses one of the strongest serves on the team...Teamed with David Finlayson 
to finish as the CAC’s runnerup duo at No. 3 doubles in 2000. 


Scott Mayberry...A freshman who is projected to find a spot in the top six 
lineup...A very hard worker who is anxious to improve on his game...Brings lots of 
junior tennis experience into his first collegiate season...Will likely play both 


singles and doubles in 2001. 


Nicholas Peel...Another freshman who should contribute immediately in 2001...A 
lefthanded player with a very strong baseline game...Worked very hard during the 
fall season to adjust to the collegiate game...Projected top six player...Originally 


from South Africa. 
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Association’s (NCAA) Division III, offers 19 intercollegiate sports for men and 
women. In addition to NCAA membership, SSU competes as a member of the 
Capital Athletic Conference (CAC) and the Eastern College Athletic Conference 


(ECAC). 


S alisbury State University, a member of the National Collegiate Athletic 


Asa member of the NCAA's Division III, Salisbury State places the highest priority on 
the overall quality of the educational experience. In doing so, it seeks to strengthen the 
integration of objectives and programs in athletics with academic and developmental 
objectives, and to assure the integration of athletes with other students. 


SSU places special importance on the impact of athletics on the participants, with 
emphasis on the internal constituency (students, alumni and special friends) rather than 


on the general public and its entertainment needs. 
The SSU athletics program is further characterized by the following principles: 


+ Participants receive the same treatment as other students. They have no unique 
privileges in admission, academic advising, course selection, grading, living 
accommodations or financial aid. Similarly, athletes are not denied rights and 
opportunities that would be available to them as non-athletes. 


* Sports for men and women are given equal emphasis and the desired quality of 
competition is similar in all sports. 


+ Students are supported in their efforts to reach high levels of performance by 
providing them with adequate facilities, competent coaching and appropriate 
competitive opportunities with students from similar institutions. 


+ SSU strives to make the student-athlete’s participation in intercollegiate athletics 
an enriching experience, and holds genuine concern for each participant’s 
welfare, The intercollegiate program’s foremost goal at all times is to supplement 
and enrich the first priority of the University, which is academic accomplishment. 
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